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= HE laſt Letter ! received from 


4 


fe vou, acquainted me with 
your Deſign of going into 
* Holy Orders, which, I hope, 
is not yet put an execution; and, if 
you will be petſuaded by me, ir never 
ſhall—— Lou may be ſurpriz d at this 
Expreſſion, eſpecially when I tell you, 
that I am now from my /Heatt ſerious 
in it. I think verily, that hitherto, 
during the courſe of our Friendſhip, you 
have never had any reaſon to ſuſpect my 
Concern for your Welfare: My Ad- 
vice, Intereſt, and every Service in 
my power, have always been at your 4 
command; and from what you have | 
experienced, F aſſure my ſelf, that you 
are fully convinced, that in all things 
c B 1 


+ & © 
As 
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I conſult your Advantage. But I muſt 
tell you, I expect no deference to my 


Opinions, merely from that Willing-- 


neſs and Inclination I have always 
ſhown to promate your Affairs; but 

wholly and ſolely to the Goodneſs and 

Sufficiency of the Reaſons I lay before 

you, why I would not have you un- 

dertake the Sacred Employment ; Which 
I ſhall proceed without any further 

Ceremony to offer to your Conſidera- 

tion: only if you can refute any thing 
which I alledge, do ſo by all means; 

good Reaſons ſhould of courſe give 
way to better; and believe me, that 
I have ſuch a value for you, as earneſt- 
ly to deſire to have your Conduct re- 

gulated by the beſt. 


i. In the firſt place then, I can. 
not ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of the 
Office, as far as it relates to Preaching ;z 
being of Opinion, that preaching the. 


Goſpel does not conſiſt in making 


Sermons, or Explaining Texts 
This 


('3) 
This is indeed now the chief, as well 
as. the moſt gainful Branch of the 
Miniſterial Duty; and if 4 Man has the 
Happineſs of 2 clean Delivery, or a 
good Knack, as ſome People call it, 
he rarely fails of making his Fortune 
in the Church. But the Buſineſs ſeetns 
to me to be ſuperſeded by the Publi- 
cation of the Goſpels and Epiftles. 
After theſe' were written and diſpers'd 
abroad, the Evangelifts Part was per- 
form d, where they were receiv d, and fo 
ceaſed of courſe. — To preach the Goſ- 
pel in the ſcriptural Senſe, is, to ac- 
quaint the World that Chrift is come, 
and the Purpoſes he came for 
This Affair needs not many Words, is 
very plainly told by the Writers of the 
New Teſtament, the meaneſt Under- 
ſtanding may comprehend em — 
Where this is known, enough is 
known. We ſtand in no want of ſuch 
a number of Preachers, Lecturers, &. 
The Divine Authors are either plain 


and perſpicuous, or not If they are 
2 not 


/ 


(4) 
not ſo, to what end were they written 
If they are, to what purpoſe ſuch mul- 
titudes of licenced Interpreters 
Here is no need of you— We are al- 
ready ſtock d with Perſons enough, whole 
only Buſineſs it is to tell us the ſame 
thing over and over again — It would 

i be better if it were not done with ſuch 

1 great Uncertainty and Variation — In 

| ſhort, tis juſt, as one ſays, as if a - 
« Husband-man ſhould on tell his . 
ee Servants what they are to Ao, when 

| * to ſow, when to reap ; and after- 

WW - e wards one ſhould comg and tell 

© them, twice or thrice a Day, what 

| they know already You muſt ſow 

i « your Wheat in October Lou muſt 

« reap your Wheat in Auguſt.” 

| 


2. But ſhould I in the next place 
allow that the Office may perhaps 
be of ſome ſervice to Mankind, eſpe- 
cially to the Illiterate, and ſuch as 
cannot read Nevertheleſs, as the Neg- 
ligence of the Ordainers is ſuch, and 

their 


6s) 


their Enquiries into the Qualifications 


of the young Perſons, they ſuffer to he 
admitted into the Miniſtry, ſo trivial, 
and very ſuperficial ; I am much afraid 
jt may appear to have more bad than 
good Conſequences— What raw, 1 
digeſted Stuff have I not heard from 
Pulpits? What abſurd Expreſſion! 
Quaint Metaphor! and monſtrous Vi- 
olation of the Sacred Text! What 
pains have I ſeen ſeveral. Perſons take, 
(and thoſe not always young Clergy- 
men neither, but . ſometimes: ſuch as 
haye been in Orders ſome Years, + and 
beneficed too in this Town) I ſay what 
pains have I ſeen them take, to miſ- 
quote and miſapply Paſlages from ſacred 
Scripture, thro' a long heavy Diſcourſe ; 
the major part of which has been no- 
thing to the purpoſe? | 


Nay, this is far from being the 
worſt of the Caſe... I have not only 
heard, very frequently, very bad Lan- 
guage, much Inconliſtency, Scripture 
put to the racx 


But 


| 6 9 
But that's no News to the poor in. 
fur d Page, 
It has been ufd as ill in every Age "+ 
And is conſtraind with Pai alt 
to take, 
For what Defence can Greek and He- 
brew make ? Dryden. 


I HAVE not only been Witneſs to 
all this— but to my Surprize' and A- 
ſtoniſhment, have heard Poſitive Duties 
preferr d to rhoſe of Moral and Erer- 
nal Obligation Trifles made necef. 
fary Terms of Salvation — Theſe 
wrong explain'd, and clogg'd with the 
Acceſſion of very dubious, very uncer- 
tain Points — And laſtly, the Doctrines 
of Men more ftrongly and vehemently 
inſiſted on, than the Commandments 
of God. | | F 


HEN E of courſe the People, whoſe 
Souls are committed to ſuch” Inftruc- 
tors, are {ure to be confirmed in Ig- 

NOrance, 


: 


(7) 
norance, Bigotry and Superſtition... 
The Misfortune is, theſe Creatures are 
not a few neither, and generally the 
| moſt conceited and moſt forward 
You will always find ſuch the moſt. 
noiſy, and moſt bluſtring; whilſt the, 
truly leatned are ever modeſt and. 
diffident = And the wordy bullying 
Pretenſions of the former, ſeldom fail 
of taking the Vulgar— Whilſt the real 
Merit, and juſt Senſe of the latter, 
will only have effect _ ſuch as 
themſelves. fro 


Hxxon tos; des the W 
and Bigotry of the Clergy, fprings what 
they call Hereſy ; which is indeed, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, only another Word 
for Truth. For as their Ignorance 
makes them Bigots, ſo their Bigotry 
chains them down to Ignorance; by 
- which means they are ſure to move 
perpetually in this dark Circle, And 
when any Man of Senſe, either of 
their own Function, or among the 

| ; Laity, 


(8s) 
Laity, ſpeaks or writes in Defence" of 
Truth, and ſound Religion, he is ſure 
to be honour'd with the Title of He- 
retick. | They would go farther, if 
their Hands were” not tied up— for 
Perſecution hath the lame Origin lke- | 
wile. 0 


T , 
OT 34% & '” 4 


Ir you "have a mind to ſee the Ge- 
nealagy on both ſides, it's ſoon drawn, 


for you : e 
| 1 | Knowledge, 
igotry, Freedom, 
Superſtition, C |) Modeſty, - 
Perſecution. Moderation. 


So that, as I would not have you 
ſet up for a Preacher, becauſe the Bu- 
ſineſs is done to our hands; ſo neither 
would I have you one, becauſe there 
are too many already: I know your 
Ingenuity and good Parts, and am 
much afraid you would be apt to be 
in the right; which, Iam certain, is too 
dangerous a thing for a Man of your 


Fortune, 
THAT 


ale Tan 0 ee in fi 


Sentiment, I could ſhow fro m the Wri- 


rings of ſome of the Beater Djvines—- 


. 


But I thalt content. my elf with 1 two 


Paſſages from Biſhop Bu urnet — -In his 
Preface to the Paſtoral Care, p. 15. he 


thus frankly acknowledges the i matter; 
„And Wheteas the underſtanding of the 
« Setiptute, and” an Application to 
« that ſacred Study, was at firſt the 


0 diftiti nguiſhing C ; Character of Proreſtanrs, 2 


<« for which they were generally nick- 


cc named Goſpellers : ; 'Thele Holy Wri- 


cc tings are now lo little ſtudied, t that 


ci ſuch as are obliged to look narrowly 
' into the matter, find great cauſe of 


9 "Regret and Lamentation, from the 


«groſs Ignorance of ſuch as cither are 
40 in Orders, or that pretend to be put 


* in them.” 4 * r TE 
An d again, the Body þ 

p. 56— Men run to ENVY as to a 

2 Subſiſtence, or the Means of pro- 
ak M0 « curing 


y of his Book, ; 


a 7 
« curing it, andſeem to have no other 
<< Senſe of that ſacred Inſtitution, than 
te Mechanicks haye of obtaining, their 


"<0 Freedom, in that Trade Or 4 


« in which. they have paſſed their Ap- 
cc prenticeſhip. It were indeed happy, 


* 
* 


2 


cc for the Church,” if choſe who. offer : 


ec themſelves for Orders, had but IM 
« a Senſe, of them as. Tradeſmen have... 
« of their Freedom; who do got pre- 
« tend to it till they have finined 
te the Time preſcribed, and are in fone, 


« ſort qualified to ſet up in it. 


«© Whereas, alas! Men who neither 
« know the Scripture, nor the Body, 
&« of Divinity, who have made no Pros 


1 greſs in their Studies, and can g 


nar 


<« no tolerable account of that Tay 


% Doctrine, in which they defire to be 


« Teachers; do yet, with equal degrees 


9 of Confidence and Importunity, pre- 


ce tend to this Character, and find the 


« Way to it too caly, and the Acceſs 
«of it too free.” 2 


1 


* pu . * 
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3. zur in peck ae there 


uſeleſs, very negligentiy provided for 

and worſe performed; but another, 
and that a much more eſſential Branch 
of the Miniſterial Duty, as at preſent 
managed, is far from being free from 
Objection In Publick Forms of Prayer 
(as indeed in all publick Forms what- 
ever) it is requiſite ſome Perſon. or. 
Perſons ſhould. have the chicf Admi- 
niſtration, and be the Mouth of we 
People. | 


Bur. I am afraid, that upon exami- 
nation we may find ſuch things tack d 
to our Liturgy, which may cauſe ſome 
judicious Perſons to think, that the 
Words put into the Mouth of the 


| People are turn'd either into n or 
Sin. 


4, v0 


Some don't flick to | "dnt 
is an odd jumble of Deyotion and - 
C 2 Creeds, 


only ſcem to me to be in a manner 


e 

U 

| 

1 

1 

* 

* 
1 

} 
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e 
Creeds, and ſeems more deſigned to 
inttiste üs ute the private 'Whiths and 


m & AQD<<a@+40 


us pious aud Humble before C 
To What purpoſe elſe, ſay they, the 


3 three Creeds 3 one of which 12 — and 


—  ; 


of 5 you are col to believe utidet 
pain of Damnation — Andther, he 
Nicene, hath been already tlie 6cehfion 
of Tumult, Quatrel, Bloodſhed, *Schiiſni 
and Perſecution ; and yet out "wiſe 
Church-men have hoarded it up as a 
Jewel, and placed it in the moſt ſacred 
part of the Office; as if no Man ſhould 
be allowed to receive the Eüchltiſt, 
who would not firſt ſwallow this bitter 
Pill With the Apoſtle's Creed; moſt 
Parties, amongft Chriſtians, are prett 
well contented— It is modeſt, reſe 
and leſs explicite— Men are left to keit 
own Sentiments, and not forced to join 
in the Old Wives * and n 
Tales of Nurſes and þ Monks. 


NAT 


AY 


ſome particular Articles of Faith 


were inſerted in the Liturgy. 


3 75% 


N AH, they tap uncl, that, they 
can't perceive ho gccaſion there NF 


| for. a any Oreed at Il in Offices a This 
Nature: Not why All Chriſtians N 


not unite in Prayers. tho di ffexing i in 
When the Diſciples .ask'd; our, Sayious 


to rech them to pray, he Aid ng ge 
i, 1 to reppat . Belief— but 


Mary, ES 


4 tt N 34 1293 

* c eee has, if we apply; to 
God, thro Jeſus, Chriſt, wh um 
a Segſibiliry of our Negeſſities, and/his 
Geodnecß, Willingneſs and Power, 10 


 rgligys ws, chat our Prayers wilk not be 


ineffxQual-— Nor can che moſt rigid 
among the Orthodox, take upon him 


to aſſett, that the Petitions of a well» 
4 N Heart, with the Qualifications 


ju mention'd, will be rejected by. God, 
tho not ſo much as the Apolile' Creed 


Shaw + 


off * „ or 


232 „ 3 Ps WO Ba. ̃ .v—— 
8 » y 


EY Cy, ; 


„ 4 175 n. * 0 I 7 


* uu * it hk ever Seen the FIT 


"of the Gown, to take hold, of every 


Opportunity of making parties in Re- 


ligion; "by thels” means they arc fare 
of finding ſome Zealots, 


ferments. And it is ſomething worth 


taking notice of; that amidſt all the va- 


rious Skirmiſhes, and: Bartlings which 


have happened among theſe Church 5 
Militant "Dragoons, no not the leaſt 


Inclination towards an One has 
ever been ſhown by them, but they 
fight” it out aſque ad "Ine het ons 
And it hath always been” as. dangerous 
to endeavour to part them, as to at- 
tempt the ſame between Man and Wife 


in theit Matrimonial Squabbles;they both 


fall upon theMediators, and knock them 


on "the head Thus the Paſſions of | 


Men are kept up, and their Quartels 
perperuated from Age to Age : the 


ſtrongeſt Party runs away with all the 


* ces, divides the Apoll among 
them- 


Fd CE a — 
— * 


* — 
1 — * * 


| and then the 8 
ſtrongeſt ſide carries away alli 4 be Pre- 


— 


| 4 1305 

ee Claps a wich of Infamy 
on the oppoſite ſide, e lol Breach, 

and tenders all TR yer im- 


9 | BY pit e es] 


- a 8 54 
10 4 ©. Nen * 'P 4 l * *. 
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1 sar deres in 2 few Woch 
that Beliefs, | Doxologies, / Articles of + 
Faith, Private Senſes of a few Church. 
men, ſhould never be dragged into 
Books of Publick Devotion — WV 
only fo many Watch: Words; and ſuc 
Practices ate more intended to excite 
our Zeal: for them, and their Opinions, 
than to... cheriſh proper Ideas of the 
Deity ; to ſtit up the Spirit of Feud, 
Faction and Diſturbance, than to pro- 
mote that of Menne eg and, 
we n 1 92 75 
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1 ND If thoſe wha are in authority 
won't endeavour to deſtioy this Train 
which is laid for us of the Laity, we 
ourſelves ſhould however take” Fare it 
does nor bun PEP: | 00 
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vere? 21 NAT 8 yet ine MO D 


Wi hate ubt z tech of WE Cltrly 


ont ät lie, ney ark be th 74 


diſcerning among that Revert 50% | 

who would be glad to ſee things thus 
actomithodated 3. And fr ne) are Wong, 
why ſhould they Höt Be ſet t rights? 
As the young Clergyman, being to cad 
the Office of Baptiſm, which runs, 


4 Deatly beloved; 'f6tafirinch us lf Men 


ute conceived afid' born” in Sin 
Apprchending this, J ſuppefe, to” be 
abſutd atid falſe; read it thus, ( Deatly 
e heleved, foraſmuch as tis cohecived 
« hat all Men are born in din A 

very good emen dation the ab Sl 
hes was a good way to 'petſitide'- 
Men to be Chriſtened, to tell them 
that they had a Foulneſs about them, 
d Originab Sinz that could net be 
— neee, 19 u 


SW „II 31:3 10 2 21 DONG 
1: 491 Hut: there: i Gill fnnthing'2 Ain 
beyond all this —», There ge certain 
Teſts of Truth and Error, which muſt 
a *. be 


tor) 

be ſubſcribed before you can receive 
Ordination; I mean the Thirty Nine 
Articles of Religion; which for avoid - 
ing all Ambiguities is to be performed 

in this Form and Order of Words: 
IN. N. do willingly and ex animo, 
“ ſubſcribe, that all and every the Ar 
«© ticles, in number Nine and Thirty, 
te beſides the Ratification, are agreeable 
© to the Word of God“ — I am per- 
ſuaded that a Perſon of your ingenuous 
Diſpoſitiva would be fully convinced 
that the ſaid Articles were agreeable to 
the Word of God, c'cr you would ſet 
your Hand to them as ſuch and that 
if you were ſuſpicious that ſo ſmall a 
matteras one Clauſe in them, was con- 
trary to Scripture, you would withdraw 
your Pen, and not ſuffer it to perform 
the guilty Sign. — I know you can't 
think, without Horror, upon making 
Falſifications, Suppreſſion of Divine 
Truth, and Proſtitution of Conſcience, 
the firſt Step of Admiſſion into the 
Sacred Order, If you pleaſe therefore, 
D we 


4833 

we will reviſe them— The Title runs 
thus, © Articles agreed upon by the 
* Archbiſhops, and Biſhops of both 
ec Provinces, and the whole Clergy, 
« in the Convocation holden at London, 
ce in the Year 1562, for the avoiding 

<« of Diverſities of Opinions, and for 
« the cſtabliſhing of Conſent touching 
& frue W e 


I muſt own, that 1 am not highly 
p:eaſed with this method of effabliſbing 
of Conſent touching true Religion, be- 
cauſe I am apprehenſive that it is not 
the moſt proper way to avoid Diver- 
ſities of Opinions. Are the Clergy 
to this Day, notwithſtanding they have 
all, and all along ſubſcribed them, better 
agreed? Arc they of one Mind yet? 
Have we had no Diſpute, upon ſome 
of theſe very Articles, which were dc- 
ſigned to hinder all Diſputes? — Yes 
we have and thoſe maintained too 
by ſome of the moſt learned and beſt 
of that Order— and that very juſtly— 

for 


( 19) 

for, True Religion can never be eſta- 
bliſhed by Conſent,,. but by Debate. 
There is ſomething ſo lazy in the 
Thought, that none but the Tranquil 
Gown would ever have hit upon it 
Truth is the Reward of Application 
and Labour; 5 the bold Man who darcs 
to make her the Object of his Wiſhes, 
muſt, not ſet dreaming in, a Cell, but 
muſt be active and vigorous ; ; hell! play 
him as many wily Tricks as a Fo 
ſometimes purſued at diſtance, ſome- 
times near, then kennell d; then again, 
perhaps, in full View; nor to be won 
at laſt but by a long Chace, and ven. 
turing the Neck for. oy RE 

War can be the Reaſon why the 
Clergy ſhould fall upon this Method of 
Articling with their Noviciates? Should 
Fetters be clapt upon the, Mind? or 
ſhould it be free to purſue its own Con- 
cluſions? Are Religion, and Truth two 
different things, that if Truth ſhould 
come out, Religion muſt fail 2 and how 


COON hall 


(620) ; 

ſhall Truth appear but by Diſquiſition, 
Parley and Diſpute > What matter to 
them on which fide ſhe is found 
be ſhe but found— Are not all Man- 
kind as much concerned in her as they? 
Why then theſe Hedges and Incloſures, 
where every Man has right of Common ? 


Svucn Practices not only hinder the 
Propagation of Truth, but are the 
Cauſes of vile Prevarications and Hy- 
pocriſy—— Men that come into the 
Church, unleſs their Sentiments are 
conformable to thoſe of the Articles, 
which by the Writings of the Clergy, 
and the Turn of the Age, ſeem to be 
very few in number, muſt be guilty 
of ſuch Diſhoneſty, as a Man of Probity 
would bluſh to mention. 


STRANGE! that the firſt ſtep of a 
Preacher and Inquirer after Trath ſhould 
be to ſign, in his own Apprehenſion, 
a rank Falſhood— Thus under pre- 
tence of guarding and ſecuring true 

Re- 
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Religion, a Practice hath been intro- 
duced, which puts Religion to an'open 
Shame, and blurs the Face of Truth 
The Clergy are at length catch'd in 
their own Toils, they. have ſhackled 
themſelves; they can't refuſe, if they 
will undertake the Office, nor defend 
it when they have done I don't ſpeak 
of the unthinking and illiterate part 
of them — but of the Men of Senſe 
and Learning— The former perform 
Subſcription without any Guilt, becauſe 
they know no better — They never 
think for themſelves, the Articles there- 
fore are to them a very good Scheme 
of Religion. 0 


Bur are all the Men of Senſe and 
Learning among the Clergy, Athana- - 
ſians? And who but ſuch can honeſtly 
put their hands to the firſ#, ſecond, fifth 
and eighth Articles? How few think this 
Propoſition true, that Original Sin ts 
the Fault and Corruption of every Man 


that naturally is engender d of the Of. 
ſpring 
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ſpring of Adam, whereby Man ic very 
far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, 
and is of his own Nature inclined to 
Evil, &c. and therefore in every Per- 
ſon born into this World, it deſerveth 
God's Wrath and Damnation? tho all 
ſubſcribe it as Truth— How ſmall is 
the Number among them that believe, 
That the Condition of Man, after the 
Fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot 
turn and prepare himſelf by his own 
natural Strength and good Works, to 
"Faith and calling upon God £ Of how 
many is it the Perſuaſion, That Works 
done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the 
Inſpiration. of his Spirit, are not plea- 
fant to God, &c. but have the Nature 
of in? 


OR, are the Clergy now-a-days of 
Calviniſtical Principles, according to 
the meaning of the ſeventeenth Article ? 
Yet they own theſe as Truths What 
can the Laity think, but that theſc 
Perſons (who with ſo much Eaſe and 


Quiet- 


(23) 
Quietneſs, ſolemnly profeſs Propoſitions 
true, which they are convinced are 
falſe, merely for the ſake of the Pre- 
ferment of the Church) would, for the 
ſake of greater Gains, ſubſcribe to any 
other Thirty Nine reren you can 
bring them? 


As to you, Sir, if you can with a 
ſafe Conſcience perform this part, do it 
in God's Name. If in your Apprehen- 
ſion they are true, in the plain and 
fair meaning of the Words, without 
racking and torturing the perverſe 
Senſe to force it to ſpeak your own, 
you may do it very honeſtly, and with- 
out a Crime. 


Bur if you are drove to the ne- 
ceſſity of making uſe of Artifice, 
Quibbling, Palliation, and Wire- drawing, 
let it entirely alone, be not partaker 
of theſe Men's Sins — Conclude it 
diſhoneſt to ſeek for any further Rea- 


ſons to ſubſcribe the Articles, but the 
Reaſon- 


(4200 

Reafonableneſs of the Articles them⸗ 
ſelves For tis certain, that he who 

begins with a Lye, may be ſent by the 

Father of Lyes; but he cannot be thought 
to entet in by the Door, who prevari- 

cates in the. firſt Word that he ſays, in 
order to his Admittance. 


5. BUT in the next place, if after In- 
quiry you may frankly approve of, and 
embrace the Tenets and Doctrines of the 
Church of England, and look upon 
the Arguments which the Libertiniſm 
of the Age hath contributed to furniſh 
againſt her Purity, as frivolous and in- 
concluſive— and therefore are deſirous 
to offer your ſelf to the Apptobation 
of your Superiors to be inveſted with 
that Dignity—— Tho' you have got over 
theſe Difficulties, may there not be 
ſome ſtill lurking behind, which may 
give you equal perplexity? For tho 
you approve this Set of Propoſitions 
now, whilſt you are young are you 
ſure that mote mature Reflexion and 

| : Extent 
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Extent of Readirig may not alter yout 
Sentiments upon this Head—lf. you 
come only thus far to be once doubtful 
of the Truth of them, can you ſuffer your 
ſelf to renew your Subſcription ?— Yer 
this muſt be done upon every freſhAcqui- 
ſition of Benefice. But hold! I have men- 
tioned the word Bencfice— which makes 
me recollect, that to the beſt of my know- 
ledge, you are not acquainted yet with 
any Perſon in whoſe power it is to con- 
fer one upon you Lou have no in- 
rereſt with my Lord Chancellor, or any 
of the Biſhops or Dignitaties of the 
Church— You can only propoſe there- 
fore to ſerve in the firſt place as a Cu- 
rate, till your Merit ſhall cauſe you 
to be taken notice of, and raiſe you 
higher, | 


You little know, my young Friend, 
what a {mall pretence Merit hath in the 
World to its good Graces— You' had 
much better place your hopes upon 
ſome other Qualification—— Had you 
the Volubility of Tongue, good hard 
Features, not ſoon diforder'd ; could 

| E you 


8 


you be a ſtaunch Party- man, vent and 


defend theſe Notions in all Places, pub- 


lick or private, in Cofee-Houſes and 
Taverns, before any body, properly 
or improperly, no matter which; 


could you mount a Pulpit without any 


Senſe of the Audience, ſtand erect, and 
thunder out an Orthodox Diſcourſe, 
not a ruſh whether Senſe or Nonſenſe; 
or, could you rail loudly againlt any 
worthy eminent Divine, who had un- 
luckily - dropt more Truth than he 
ſhould, you might ſoon raiſe Friends ; 


this Conduct would ſoon get you a 


Living, or a Lectureſhip at the leaſt, 
in the City — or a Scarf, perhaps, at 
t other end of the Town. 


Bur only Merit, baſhful Merit to 
befriend you, is the worſt Friend in 
the World How long may you trudge 
thro* thick and thin to Burials and 
Chriſtenings, before any body becomes 
ſenſible of your Capacity toadorna much 
higher Station Then as Curate of a 


' Pariſh you muſt expect to undergo 


many 


(27) 
many things which you won't find 
very agreeable — If an old Woman 
has the Tooth-ach, and can't ſleep a 
Nights, you are ſent f6t in as much 
haſte, as if ſhe was departing that Mo- 
ment, to pray by her. If a Chit# is 

a little out of order, you! are called 
for at Midnight to baptize it, leſt it 
ſhould, go into the other World with- 
out a Name muß 


4 N #<© 4 , 


| Goren 
WEN you come amopg the merry 


Goſlips, if you can't hear with patience 
their idle tittle-tattle, tell broad Tales 
talk pretty plainly of you know, w what— 
kiſs every. Toothleſs Dame, down to 
the very Nurſe 3 ; you'll | never gain any. 
Reputation in your Pariſh. rf 
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I F at any of theſe Places there are 
any Perquiſites, or Vales to be got — 
your Maſter ſteps in before you, and 
condeſcends to, do the Duty himſelf; 
but gives you the Liberty to go every 
where, W when he knows your Labour 


will be rewarded with Pains: 285 
einne 
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Ir he has any other Church any 
where elſe, he will do you the honour 
of ſending you to preach for him, 
when he pleaſes to have nothing to do; 
and tho' he hath, perhaps, a Guinea a 
Sermon, you muſt not expect a Six- 
penny piece of it.— If you are a better 
Preacher than he, you'll raiſe his Envy 
It will be no ſmall Crime to pleaſe 
the Pariſh better than himſclf—You'll 
quickly find he'll begin to look cold 
upon you You won't be ſent for ſo 
often to ſmoak a Pipe, drink Ale, and 
play at Back-gammon with him. If you 
ſhould therefore have the courage to un- 
dertake this Buſineſs, and ſhould be 
placed in ſuch a Poſt as this, remember 
to conceal your good Parts; be, if you 
can, ſome degrees more dull than your 
Superior, fiſh out his Sentiments, and 
whether conſiſtent or not, beſure pro- 
feſs the ſame ; imitate him in all things, 
eſpecially in his Diverſions— Take 
great care never to ſhow your Learn- 
ing; let all ſuch heatheniſh things as 

| Latin 


(29) * 
Latin and Greek be put far away from 
you; not the leaſt mention of the 
Claſſick Authors, for your Life By 
theſe prudent Means, you may, perhaps, 
in time, arrive to be as conſiderable a 
Perſon in the Pariſh as the Doctors Man. 


You muſt never imagine, that be- 
cauſe you are both of the ſame Order, 
and veſted with the fame Power, there- 
fore you are his Equal. He conſiders 
you as his Journey-man—— You ate 
hired to read Prayers in a. Morning, 
when he's a-bed— To give him a com- 
fortable Nap, when he's inclined to take 
one, at Church to viſit the Sick, which 
Whisk may prevent him from doing 
and to ſtand freezing in a cold Church- 
yard, that he may, with the leſs Inter- 
ruption, put the, Bottle about. Theſe 
Offices duly and truly perform'd, you 
are entitled to a Salary of, perhaps, 
Thirty Pounds a Lear; which he'll won- 
der how you can conſume, tho? his 
yearly Expences run out the Value of 
two Livings and a Prebendary—— He'll 

nh tell 
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tell you, that you have nothing in the 
World to do but to ſtudy, and make 
your {elf a great Man. — So you might 
indeed, if it were not for two Hin- 
drances—— Money to buy Books, and 
Time to read them for your Thirty 
Pounds Exhibition may not, perchance, 
be near fo regularly paid as his Five 
Hundred—Aad for Interruption — you 
may expect as much knocking at your 
Door, as ata Midwife's. Furniſh'd with 
ſo great Conveniencies, no doubt, you'll 
prove an able Divine, and an excellent 
Scholar! Deiſts and Hereticks can't ſtand 
before you. | 2 910 


Lo may wonder that your Patron 


proves ſo bad a Pay- maſter, when he 


hath ſo much coming in— and ſo may 


all thoſe he hatk to deal with——But 


2 dignified Man is not kept at a ſmall 
Expence. It is comprehended in the 
very Definition of him, that he feeds 


high, and gets Children as faſt as Fly- 
blows ; then pray conſider ſeriouſiy, 
what it is to treat four jolly Chaplains 

| then 
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(631) 
then — there are Viſits to and from 
the Biſhop, to the Dean, to the Prebends, 
whoſe Names would make a private 
Gentleman's Eſtate ſink at the very 
ſound of them. Laffly, conſider the 
annual Expence of Subſcriptions to the 
Works of the eminent Clergy — as 
well as what is given in Charity to 
Miniſters in Poverty and Diſtreſ. 
which laſt two Articles, no doubt, a- 
mount to ſomething conſiderable. 
Theſe things reflected on=— you won't 
be ſurprized if it ſhould be half -a Year 
before you receive your firſt quarretly 
Allowance. Toe 


=y-——Ya 
2 — 
. ö * 


GIVE me leave to obſerve to u 
likewiſe— that in ſuch à Situatiofi%as 
this, you muſt not expect to be treated 
with much Ceremony; nor take upon 
you to be very free of your 1 ; 
or pretend to be -out of humour, if 
you are” interrupted- — This is [yout 
Birth-right' as a Cnrare=<Be your Set 
timents ever ſo juft, 'your WordFevet 
ſo proper, your Belmwiout ever 16 


genteel 


| 32) 
gentee they are all loſt and thrown. 
away your Condition ſinks you into 
Contempt and Inſignificancy. 


— 


AMON Gentlemen, indeed, theſe 
Qualities will paſs current Good 
N Breeding and Politeneſs will render 
„ your Converſation acceptable to ſuch. 
200 You may be eaſy, familiar and ſprightly 
| | * in their Company, and relate your Wit 
iv and. Humour among them with Ap- 
' plauſe— Here you'll be careſſed and 
109 loved Gentlemen don't conſider a 
1 Man's Fortune, ſo much as his Beha- 
_ - _ viour and Abilities ; and every Man has 
| 17 a Titleto be treated asſuch among them, 
15 who demeans himſelf like one — 
1 then Gayety of Temper, and lively 
45K Turns of Repartee are certain Paſlpofts 
x to their Acquaintance. 


Bur with your Doctor theſe Talents 
will prove uſeleſs they are not to 
the Gout of the Church, he'll think them 
as improper as if you wore a Sword 
over your Caflock, It will be inſolent 

* bh 
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8 
in you to talk to him as eaſily as you ca 
converſe with a Man of Breeding; he 
muſt be treated with more Reſpect and 
greater Reyerence. You, are his Ser- 
vant, and in his Thoughts, perhaps; 
one of the meaneſt about him and 
you'll find his Footman take greater 
Liberties with him than you dare to 
do. — Therefore there's but one way 
left— You muſt be ſilent, and know 
your Diſtance A Curate is not Com: 
pany for a beneficed Man. When any 
of his Brethren of this Figure and Bulk 
come into the Room, you muſt go out 
of it; and that you may do without 


being eſpied, for you'll not be taken 


ſo much notice o If you have Phi- 
loſophy enough ro bear this Uſage; 
thus to ſtand. for a Cypher, a Drudge, 
a Slave; the Church-doors will be open, 
and you may enter upon your Poll; 
next Ordination Sunday, TY 


I HAD almoſt forgot one Circums 
ſtance one ot the Bleſſings attending 
this Courſe of Life; and that is, you'll 


F be 
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be delivered from theTrouble of Thinks 


ing for your ſelf — or ſpeaking yout- 
own Sentiments.— You muſt wear 4 


Mask over your Mind, and clap a Pad- 


lock upon your Tongue. It may be 
any other Engliſb man's native Pre- 
rogative to declare the Reſult of his 
own Reflections, to profeſs and defend 
them, if he thinks he has Reaſon on his 


Jide— This he imagines an invaluable 


Happineſs— and would not part with 
upon any conſideration. _— Be ever 
ſo good a Cuſtomer to a Tradeſman, 
he'll thank you for the Money you are 
pleaſed to Jay out with him— but 


upon an Argument he is under no re- 


ſtraint to conceal his Mind, but will 
expreſs himſelf with all the Frankabls 


of a free-born Man. Employ a Me- 


chanick, ſo that your Work almoſt 
maintains him and his Family he con- 
feſſes indeed that you're his very good 
Maſter but try your authority with 
him, to make him of your Opinion 
if he's not of the ſame before, the 
Fellow comes to arguing and putting 
of 


(35 
of Queftions— and has, you il find, ſo 
much Engliſb Blood in him, that if he 
does not apptove, you 8 
| 1 N to fret” e pxP 


* the — Method. —— your 
Canaries, and you are ſent to ſind a 
new- Maſter I don't ſpeak now of 
Articles of Faith, but of much more 


indifferent Matters; ſuch as the Diſci- 


pline of the Church, Power and Au- 
thority of its Preachers; the Uſe and 
Significancy of its Ceremonies, or ſuch 
like Queſtions.— Profeſs your Mind 
freely, take your own ſide, enter into 
the Debate with him, the Conſequence 
will be (unleſs he be of the ſame 
Principles) a Lettre de Cachet, next 
Morning, to pack up your Awls.and 
leave his Pariſh; leſt the wholeſome. 
Fountain of ſound Dactrine be render d 
muddy by the n of. Jour dame 


nable Poſitions. 


Bur I at kept you long RI 


pon the miſerable Condition. of the 
1 l 


tous Man would undergo:— Such a 


( 36 ) 
ſervile Train of Curates— ſo vile, ſo 
crouching a Dependency, What gene. 


one would ſooner chuſe to dig in a 
Mine, for then he's a Slave under ground, 
and his Shame hidden from the Eyes 
of Men; than wear this publick, open 
Badge of Servitude, and go thro _ 

dirty ways likewiſe to par it on. 


Bor I will kuppole now; that better 
Fortune doth attend you, that you are 
ſoon emancipated and delivered from 
this Life of Bondage. A Biſhop, if 
you pleaſe, ſhall find your Merit out, 
and reward it with a good fat Living, 
in the Country, in the firſt place 
of which I wiſh you joy. Vour Friends 
all around, no doubt will do the ſame 
You are now your own Maſter — you 
dreſs out with a good Gown and Caſ- 
fock, a Scarf, a fine Beaver, adorned 
with a hallowed Roſe, and appcar in 
publick a very DoQoral Figure you 
now have a warm Houſe, the pleaſant 
Proſpect of ſome Glebe round it and 


(Gan) 
all the Pariſhioners for your Tenants 
to furniſh you wich Corn, Wine and 
Oil. ey” 7 1 * $444 & yo F Poe 
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War will be (think you) the firſt 
Thoughts that ariſe in your Mind!? 1 
will ſpeak for you. 'Tou'll want "a 
Curate you can't do all the Buſineſs 
your felf——it is too tireſome for Four 
weak Conſtitution—— it interrupts your 
Studies or any other Excuſe will 
ſerve as well, when you have à mind 
to keep one. — You'll find all your 
Neighbours about you do the ſame, 
unleſs their Livings are ſo poor, as to 


oblige them to perſonil'Service—which 


they-heartily lamemt . What will be, 
imagine you, the next Thotght that 
gets uppermoſt Why another Liv- 


ing. no doubt you be Uke the tet 
of your Brethren, to beſure And What 


Clergyman is there that is content Wich 
one Don't tliey all reep Cotre- 
ſpondence with the Biſhop's ' Secretaries, 
to give them notice of the next that 
ret — Atc not their poor Lord- 
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you dunn d our of their Lives Fe 
Are they not perpetually upon the pil 
to Town? Hurrying, folliciting, Fa! 
tiguing themſelves and their Patrons ? 
Are not the Houſes of our Gentry /and 
Nobility, and the Palaces of our Princes 


beſieged by them? Are tbey not ſo 
cunning, that tho' their Porters tell 


twenty: Lyes in a breath to ſecure their 
Maſters Perſons, yet they catch them? 
Are Bailiffs half bo * in e 
Vocation? 857 


Ano. with are the Conſequences of 
theſe. Reverend Practices? Why, in 
the firſt place, no doubt, the Pariſh is 
very well taken care of; the People 
are ſufficiently inſtructed, exhorted, 
admoniſhed, reproved, directed and 
conducted, where the Incumbent does 
not think fit to look after it, and the 


Curate thinks himſelf bound to nothing 


bur barely to perform Offices accord- 


ing to Agreement, eee 


AND then, in the ſecond: place, 2s 


Billiop Burnet Ty, * ſuch Incumbents 


not 


( 
not content to devour the Pattimony 
of the Church, while they feed them- > 
"-_ ſelves, and not the Flock, out of it, 
« are ſo ſcandalouſly hard in their Al. 
* lowance to their Curates, à8 if they 
1 intended equally to ſtarve both Cu- 
4 rate and People; and it is to be ſup- 
< poſed, that the People will think 
< themſelves. under a very ſttict Obli- 
40 2 of Conſcience to pay, reli- 
«zioully, all that is due to one, Wo 
« ſeems to think himſelf under no Ob- 
cc Men to labour for it. | 


Yo U will be thought a Man of very 
moderate Deſires, if you fit down con- 
rented . with but two Livings : two 
Livings will ſcarce- -give you title tothe 
Hat of a King's Chaplain ; a Prebend 
will deſpiſe you, but a Dean won't 
know you, PETTY [ 


1 


vob LL be reckogly' a Man of A- 
poſtolical Principles, and People will 
begin to ſuſpect that you deſign to 
mind your Office more than- the Be- 
nefice, the Sheep mote than the Wool. 
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ay your Refollitiohs mould 8. meh 


not to rake more Prefetment, With 
Care of Souls, than you can in ftricta 


neſs anſwer to God and your own 


Conſcience; you'l '2t- beſt be'biit'an 
e Prieſt; x Character, which 


* 


ou find little eſteemed" by thoſe who | 


Ka reward it. Beſides; it will be no 


ſmalb breach of the Rules of good Man- 


ners, to ſet up for greater, Strictneſs 
in this point, than the teſt of 'y6 
Brethren. By theſe means yoti ll be 
as much pointed at as honeſt Will. 
Whiſton, and as little regarded by the 


Clergy.— Pray look into the Liſt of 
Court Chaplains, of Cathedral Men, | 


and of Sohs-in-Law to Biſhops ; ſee 
what Loads! What Accumulation - of 


Preferments! How they arc oppreſſed, 


and bend beneath the Weight of ſpi- 


ritual Mammon! A Living in Town, 


a Living croſs the Water z a Living in 
Country, an Arch-Deaconry, and fifty 
things beſides, — Conſult the News- 
Papers, who run away with all the 
Fleeces > Who troll ſo revercndly along 

in 
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in Chariots to Churches? Who have the 
liberty to preach. or fleep, juſt as they ' 
pleaſe ſor ſeveral Hundreds a Year ? 


OssRERVE likewiſe the Policy of 
theſe Men Get all you can in your 
Clutches, hold faſt what you have, and 
let not an Inch go but for an Ell.— 
Thus you grow conſiderable at Court 
for it may want ſome of the ſmal- 
leſt Pieces you poſſeſs to ſerve a young 
Friend with, which is caſily parted with 
upon better Conditions; thus Doctor 
you become a Dean— which you may 
keep with the reſt till ſomething elſe 
is required upon much better Terms, 
and ſo you clap a Mitre to your Coach. 
And here the Progreſs ſhall ſtop for 
ſome time. 


I AM very much afraid therefore, 
that conſidering the number of the Of- 
fenders, the Corruption of the Times, 
and Preyalency of this Vice, that you 
will be drawn in with the multitude to 
Sin— to the Diſhonour of Chriſt, and 


the Reproach of his Church. 
G Tas 
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bt 


Tunis Avarice of the Clet oy is no 
grown ſo inlatiable; ſo ſcandalouſly 5 
torious, that no Man can be at all ſur- 
priz'd, the Office it ſelf ſhould ſuffer by it 
How natural are the Refſections whicli 
val Biſhop Burnet relates to have heard in 
Hrs Converſation,from ſeveral Perſons updn 
this Topick—* Who owned to Him, 
that nothing prothioted this (a Disbe- 
lief of ſacred Marters, and a profane 
« Contempt of them) as the very bad 
ec Opinion which they took up of all 
4% Clergymen of all ſides.” They did 
* not ſee in them, that Strictneſs of 
« Life, that Contempt of the World, 
« that Zeal and Meckneſs, Humility 
« and Charity; that Diligence and 
Earneſtneſs, with relation to the gtedt 
Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, 
&« which they reckon'd they would moſt 
« certainly have, if they themſelves 
« firmly b believed it: Therefore they c con- 
«- cluded, that thoſe,” whoſe Buſineſs it 
« was, more ſtrictly to inquire into the 
6c « Truth of their Religion, knew that 
cc it 
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(43) 


it was not ſo certain, as they them: 
t ſelxes, for other Ends, endeavour'd 
7 to make the World believe it waz. 
£* And that, cho for carrying on of 
40 their own Authority or Fortunes, 
« Which in one word they call their 
« Trade, they ſeemed to be very poſi- 
« tive in affirming the Truth of their 
« Doctrines, yet they in their own 
e Hearts did not believe it, ſince they 
te lived ſo little ſuitable to it, and 
ce were ſo much ſet on raiſing them- 


dS ff Ef ISL 


5 ſelves by it.“ 28 


. * exactly do ſuch Political Prieſts 
tally with their Brethren of Jewiſb Ex- 
traction, of whom Iſaiab doth not 
peak with much Reverence when he 
Kulls them, Watchmen which were bling, 
ignorant, dumb Dogs, that coul not 

Harb: (leeping, lying doun, and loving 
to Slumber. Vet theſe lazy Sparks were 
as covetous and inſatiable, as the very 
beſt among us, for they were greedy 
Dogs, which could never have enough : 
> eng they _ were that cou not 
G 2 under- 
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| with'Allowancc ſcarce ſufficient to 


- len? 
underſtand. They could with the ut⸗ 
moſt Reſignation, diſpenſe with the 
Performance of their Duty, but would 
not part with the Tithe of a Hair of 
their Dues, ſo ſcrupulouſly nice were 
they in that point: They all looł d to 
their own way, every one to his own 


gain from every quarter. 


THERE is nothing that generally 
gives greater offence to good People, 
than a debauch'd and profligate Clergy- 
man It is ſhocking to mect ſuch a 
one in his Habit at Midnight, reeling 
along the Streets, or picking up the 
Common Women; but even ſuch a. 
one, Vicious as he is, has more to plead 
in his behalf, in diminution of his 


Crime, than the Reverend Doctor, who 


from the Height of his Preferment, ſur- 
veys, with Spiritual Pride, the walking 
multitude, from under the Penthouſe 
of his broad Hat. 


THE one, perhaps, is a poor Curate, 
keep 
Body 


( 24 5 
Body and Soul together, and is juſt come 


ftom an Alehouſe, where the Liquor hath 


proved too ſtrong for his Head, becauſe 
he is ſeldom uſed to any thing better 
than ſmall Beer. If ſuch a one ſhould 
drink too largely ſometimes, where's 
the wonder? It keeps him warm, and 
raiſes him, for the preſent, above his 
 Miſcries— He would live in a more 
reputable, elegant manner, and not 
ſculk into every blind Corner, did not 
the other run away with as much as 
would maintain fiye ſuch handſomly— 
One's Vices are committed in private, 
in the Night, and known to few; the 
other blazes abroad, and triumphs in 
his Iniquities — This poor Wretch la- 
bours like a Dray-Horſe, and is ſtarved 
for his pains— whilſt t'other ſleeps in 
his Stall, and is guilty of the worſt kind 
of Sacrilege, —— One does much for 
nothing, and tother does nothing for 
a great deal—— which is the moſt wor- 
thy Creature of the two ? For my part, 
I think the poor Curate— his Piccadillo's 
hurt only himſelf, and if rightly con- 
ſider'd, 
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(46). 
gerd, will appear to be but flight 
Offences, compared to thoſe of that 
Man who robs the Church of its Patri- 
mony, defrauds the Sheep of their 
Paſture, and leaves Thouſands of Sauls 
to ſecond-hand, hired Inſtructors, which 
he half ſtarves into the bargain. 


# + 7 


IAM ſurpriſed that we have not 
more Remonſtrances againſt ſuch Re- 
verend Iniquity— That the Curates, 
and younger unbeneficed Clergy dont 
reclaim againſt ſuch prepoſterous Prac- 
tices. — Suppoſe they were to make a 
joint Concern of it — go up in a Body 


to the Houſe of Commons, and preſent 
their Petition, with a Lift of thoſe wor- 
thy Gentlemen who are thus laden 
with thick Clay — Who knows but 


the Juſtice of -the Nation -might take 


this Affair into conſideration ? Might 
they not reſume ſome former Grants 
from the Crown, and increaſe poor 


Livings with the Superfluities of 
Pluraliſts, and Non-Reſidents? Or might 
they not lay a Tax upon ſuch, which 

may 


(489) - «. 
may be applied towards the Mainte- 


nance of ſich a Number of poor, max - 
ried, beggar d Prieſts, as this Nation a- 


bounds with? Or, towards building an 
Hoſpital. for the Reception of ancient 
founder'd Curates, who are worn down 
to the Stumps in the Service of a worth- 
lefs Rector, and an ungrateful Pariſh ? 
altho they are generally as good Men, 
Chriſtians, Scholars and Subjects. 


AND now, if you pleaſe to take the 


| laſt ſtep, to riſe from being a Tyrant 


over a few Curates and Prebends, ta 
be one over a whole Dioceſe you 
ſhall now, like thoſe who lived in the 


laſt Age, and thoſe who will poſſeſs 


the ſame Dignity in the. next (for T 
can't think that there are any ſuch in 
being at preſent) be rarely found in 
your Dioceſe, or at Church but 
at the Houſes of our Chief Miniſters, 
and in Senates. where it ſhall be 
more your Buſineſs to ſpeech it in de- 
fence of their Meaſures, than the Ad- 

Vance» 
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(148) 
vancement of Religion: To be con- 
ſtant at the Levee of great Men, than 
attend the Affairs of your Clergy: To 
be taking Rules for your Conduct in 
the Houſe, than ſtudying to give 
Charges to others out of it. — All 
ſhall be ſwallowed up in Politicks ; 
Fathers and Councils ſhall now be 
forgotten, the Church guarded by the 
Sword, and Chriſt's Kingdom be of 
this World. 


You ſhall now hold as much Pre? 
ferment as you pleaſe — a Biſhoprick — 
a Maſterſhip ; a ſpecial good Living in 
Commendam ; with Thouſands in your 
Pockets—ſhall be too little for you. —. 
Should your Dioceſe be ſome Hun- 
dreds of Miles off the Capital, there 
will be no great neceſlity that you 
ſhould repair to it; your Agent ſhall 


receive your Money, and you ſhall 


have it punctually paid in London, 


without the leaſt Trouble, or Fatigue 


Tho I 
have 


to your Epiſcopal Dignity 


. 
— —— 


ve 
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(49). 
have met with a Writ full of odd Con- 


tents, directed to a Biſhop of this Kind, 
/ 9 which I ſhall take the. trouble of trank. 


dribing merely to ſhow the Nation 
the Difference between thoſe of ancient 


days, and theſe, of modern times. 


It is entitled, A Writ to the Biſhop of 


H. 70 attend his Flack ; and if he does 
not, to ſeize his 7 emporalities — it 


runs thus i in Latin. 1 Ag 


* RE * Epiſcopo. Hereford (baud 


venerabili Patri, Sc.) Salutem. Paſe 
toren Eregibus preponuntur, ut diei 
notfiſque vigilias exercendo oves fa 
melicas in fertilitatis Paſcua introdu- 
cant; Errantes vero per verbum ſa- 
lutis, & verber” correftionis in unius 


ovilis indiſſolubilem unitatem conſer- 


vare ſtudeant. Sed ſunt nonnullt 


(Epi) qui hanc Doctrinam danipnabi- 


liter contemnentes, & ſua ab aliis Pe. 


cora diſtinguere neſcientes Lac, & La- 


nam tollunt, qualiter Dominicus Gre, rex 


* Sce Bohun's Engliſh Lawyer, Page 311. | 
alatur 
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1 90 5 
alatur von eurantes, Temporilia 74. 


drunt, & quis in Parochia ſua. Fame 


e Pereat, aut periclitetur i in moribut, non 


attendunt. 2. non Haſtores ſed mer. 
cenarii pettus, dict promerentur z Hoc 
7 idem aum His diebus ad diſponen- 
48 de Nee ; noſtri Prefidits in par. 
tes Marchiz Kos tratisferrbmus. In 
Ectleſia a 222 Herefordenſt (dolentes | 
referimus nos inveniſſe) quam adeo in- 
venimus Paſtoris ſolatio deſtitut am, 


ut ne dum Epiſcopum, fed nec officia- 


km haberet V rrartium aut Decanum 
qui quicquanm ' ſpiritualita tis exercere 
Poſſit it in eadem. — Sed Eccleſia ip 
que olim ( ſpiritualiter) deliciis fluert 
conſuevit, & Canonicis qui ibidem 
nocturnis ac diurnis O Neis intendere, 
& opera charitatis exertere debent, 


cam deſerentibus & longe negligenti- 
in Remotis ſtola fucunditatis exiita 


cecidit in terram viduitatis ſuæ detri- 
menta deplorans, nec eſt qui conſoletur 
er omnibus cauſis ( filiis) efus, ſane 


dum hec vidimus & conſiderumus di- 
ligenter 


% 


| Preditfam occaſromibus Aube cunque 


Fire vos 0 mie pro e, 
Hus farere non cur erf, 


N 2 eid em fue collata, & que 


ut tantam . 1 8 20 Rs 5 * 


Juriam. eltertos 5 imular poſſi 1 
mus, nec pertranſi ire mcorrett. am; Jus. 


propter vobis Mandamus firmiger i injun- 


1 * 


Zentes guatenus ad ee iam veſfram 


poſtpoſiti tis cum ea qua ater: s cefert- 


Fate vos tran sferre Grete, compmilſum 
2 6 
oral 6 Mo 


Vobis in raden cura 
e Exerutur „ Se. Loqui 


taralia & onmnia que" ad 1 


+% 
js Eccleſ ie þ pertinent, oe onatione 


* 16. * , 


has Genus 77 igt & * fatuo' cuftodiri 
precipimus 7 in commodum C urilitarem 
1 tus E ccleſs 2 convertenda ceſſante j Jam 
cauſa, in manu noſtra totaliter pia. 


mus, nec ulterius ſuftinebrmus” quod 5 


Tenporalis metat, 444 Sprritualia, ad 
due ex O Offici * debjto tenetur, ire. 
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<> Correction, 


Fe 52 5 | 
verenter e non formidat, aut + 
quod emolumenta percipiat qui incum: 
bentia ejuſdem onera ſulire recuſat. 
Teſte Rege apud Heref. primo die Junii 
Anno Regni fu quadrageſims oft vo. 


Which is thus render d in Engiifh, 
* TE King to the Biſhop of Heres 
c ford, (he ſeems no venerable Father 
in Chriſt) Greeting S hepherds are 


_ . © ſet over their Flocks, that by watch- 


ing oyer them Night and Day, they 
© may take care the hungry Sheep 


© have Plenty of Paſture, 'and by the 


Word of Truth, and the Rod (Staff) 
endeavour to keep 
© ſuch as ſtray, under one Fold, ce. 
© But there are many Biſhops, who 


© damnably contemning this Doctrine, 


and not knowing their own. from 
other Men's Cattle, rob them of their 
* Milk and Wood, they plunder them 
t of their Temporals, not caring how 
the Lord's Flock are ſupply d with 


Hit 


x FR. 
Spirituals ; ; nor do they regard wha 
in their Dioceſe may bc corrupted 
in their Morals, or periſh through 
Want (infidelity)— Theſe do not 
© deſerve the Name of Paſtors (Shep- 
. herds) but rather of Mercenary Hire- 
linge, as in the preſent Caſe, ie. 
When we lately came hither to order 
the Forts of our Kingdom in theſe 
* Borders, we found (tis with” Stief 
© we can ſay, to have found 1 your 
C Church of Hereford | to deſtjrute of 
C all Paſtoral Comforts, that not only 
< her Biſhop was eloped, bur ſhe” had 
neither Official Vicar or Dean, WhL 
could exerciſe any. Spiritual Fünction 
in her. Nay, the Church it ſelf, 
c which once abounded with Spiritual 


We) "a nz 


* 


A 


* 


„0 


tent on Divine Offices, and Ads of 
F Picty (Charity) now ſtrolling about 
 £ diveſted of their ſacred Habit, having 
£ deſerted | her] was fallen to the Ground, 
4 deploring the Calamitics of her Wi- 
* dowhood (i, e. the Abſence of her 
| * Biſhop) 


Delights, her Canons, formerly in- 


r 
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« Biſhop) nor was there any among alt 
* her Sons to comfort her. Oh God! 
© While theſe Things we ſce, and in- 
« tenfly conſider, the Dart of Piety 
pierces e and the Sword 
of Compaſſion ſo deeply wounds our 
© Heart, that we can no longer dif- 
« (cmble the Iojuries done to our 
0 Mother Church, nor paſs them by 
4 uncorrected. Wherefore we command 
Jou, firmly pjoiping,. that poſtpo- 
« ning all other .Occaſions, you .take 
« care to repair with all poſſible Speed 
to your, ſaid Church, there perſonally 4 
to execute your. Duty in the Paſtoral 
Charge committed to you, Ce. Other- 
© wiſe we will have you to know for 
certain, that if you will not take 
care to do ſo, the Temporal Goods, 
© and all that belongs to the Barony 
© of that Church, which tis certain 
were conferr'd on it by Donation, 
and which hitherto we have com- 
* manded to be collected, and ſafely 
to be kept, to be converted to the 
hs - Profit 
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_— W 
c Profir and Urility of that ck | 
The Cuuſe now ceaſing ( for which they | 
were given) we will take them in- 
tirely into our ow hands. Nor will | 
we any longer 'bear, That he ſhall 
reap the Temporuts, who dares ſo 
irreverently to ſubſtrat? Spirituals, 
to which he is bound, by the Duty of 
< his Office, or that be ſhall enjoy tbe 
* Profits, (of the Church) who-refwſes 
to diſtharge the Duty incumbent of 
the fame. Witneſs 15 e 
8 JEW. Ce. | 


R K K 


NO. 


Bur e ASE Care of ; 
this King, or the Smartneſs vf his Weit 
I can't but think it would be very hard, 


Mould any old Councils, Canons, Ca- 


pitulars, Injunctiôns, Conſtitutions cc. 
be allowed to debar our Biſnops from 
laying their Hands upon what they 
pleaſe, when they go thro" ſo much 
work for it Not in their o Func- 
tion, tis allowed, but in Aﬀaits'of 


much greater Conſequenee. MI) 


now 
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| 5 5 J. 
how. expects a Biſhop ſhonld. preach} 
No body; he's much better employ id, 
we all know. That would be to do 
other Folks Office; as if the Steward 
of the Houſe ſhould execute the Por- 


fr or the Cook's Places. e 


Wei can refals * Commendams ? 
No body. Indeed formerly, when 
there was a Living vacant, and no'Clerk - 
to ſerve it, the Biſhop was to keep it 
till he found a fit Man — But is he 
not much wiſer to keep it himſelf?! 


Bur to leave off this idle Raillery; 
a wind up my Bottom ſeriouſiy. 


Ar you look upon haranguing i in a 
Pulpir to be preaching Chriſt : If you 
can agree to the Uſe of the Liturgy, 


in all its points: If you can ſubſcribe - 
to the Articles in their plain, obvious 


Meaning: If you can go thro' the 


Drudgery of a Pariſh, or bear the 
— of a Rector: i. e. If you can 


ſtarve 


(637) 
ſtarve and pray; if you can afterwards 
in your turn revenge this Uſage upon 
othets : If you can in Meekneſs and 
Patience poſſeſs your Spirit, and reve- 
rendly enjoy enough, to maintain a 


Dozen Men, being ſent to reap that 


whereon you | beſtowed no Labour, 
others labouting, and you entring into 
their Labours: In ſhort, if you can 
make a downright modern Prieſt be 
one. — But if you think you ſhall bog- 
gle, if your Conſcience is ſqueamiſh, _ 
and ' we muſt have you perpetually pre- 
tending to ſomething primitive and 
old-faſhioned—— leave off all Thoughts 
of this nature — for you'll be bur a 


Scandal and Diſgrace to the reſt of 


your Brethren, 
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